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allowed me, after the example of others, to employ the
little knowledge which I have in the defence of a resolu-
tion, which appears to have no other tendency than the
advantage of the publick, and to show my zeal for the
happiness of mj country, though,1 perhaps, without the
true knowledge of its interest?

The noble lord, who spoke last, is too great a master of
eloquence not to be heard with all the attention which
pleasure naturally produces, and a reusoner too formidable
not to raise in his hearers all the anxiety which is produced
by the fear of being deceived by partial representations,
and artful deductions. I am always afraid, my lords, lest
errour should appear too much like truth in the ornaments
which his lordship's imagination may bestow, and lest
sophistry should dazzle my understanding whilst I ima-
gine myself only guided by th*e light of reason.

I shall, therefore, endeavour, my lords, to review his
ornaments, and try whether they owe their influence to
the force of truth, or to that of eloquence,

His lordship has observed, that the objections which are
now made to the method of raising new regiments, were
not produced last year upon a like occasion. I know not,
indeed, what can be inferred from this assertion; for,
surely, it will not maintain, that an errour, once admitted,
is to become perpetual.

But, my lords, another reason may be assigned, for
which the objections that occurred last year might not be
prodxiced. The ministry, after a long course of disgrace-
ful negotiations, and artful delays, were, at length, com-
pelled to a war* by the general clamours of the whole
nation; but they acted as men unwilling to execute what
they did not approve. They proceeded so slowly in their
preparations, and were so languid in all their motions, that it
was evident how willingly they would have improved every
opportunity of retarding the vengeance which they were
forced to threaten; and with what artifices they would
have protracted any delay, which they could have imputed
to those by whom they were opposed. It was, therefore,
to the last degree, improper to embarrass their measures
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